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By Mike Arnold, Chief Outfitter 
I’m finding it hard to communicate 

how incredible our summer was in the lim-
ited space of this newsletter. The stats 
alone are impressive:  
· Five, nine-day camp sessions. 
· 60 campers, with 100% dedicating their 

lives to Christ (and that was on the 
FIRST day of camp!) 

· 100% hunting shot opportunity, with 
more than 95% bagging big game. 

· PLUS a two week mission trip to the 
remote Honduras jungles, where six of 
us built a house in five days using noth-
ing but hand tools. 

· 250 plus villagers (a big percentage of 
the population), hearing the Good News 
of God’s love. 
But as is the case with so many things, 

the numbers don’t do it justice. What God 
worked through our ministry this summer 
was so much more than all that. 

Plus, we just hired an awesome Devel-
opment Director to help lead the ministry 
into the future. God is incredible, and is 
moving in mighty ways through CTO! It is 
awesome to be a part of His work! 

What a summer! Camps, Mission Trip and a whole lot more 
Contents © 2007 by Mike Arnold Ministries, a 501c3 non-pr ofit publ ic charity.  

Lots more pictures from Camps, Mission Trips, Outings and more are at www.TeamCTO.org —  
click on the Photo Album button. CDs of camp photos are av ailable on request. 

SUMMER CAMP 2007 HIGHLIGHTS  
Left to right, top to bottom: � Zech 
with a nice wild boar harvested in Ses-
sion One. We brought in a lot of great 
tuskers. � Campers in our CTO hunting 
truck, named Lunesta (don’t ask!). We 
put countless miles on that old rig. 
� Matt from Missouri at the range. This 
year we hosted campers from seven 
states. � Damon with a nice bass. The 
clear waters of Seco Creek provided 
awesome fishing for bass, catfish and 
perch. We caught fish just about every 
day! � Chief Outfitter Mike Arnold and 
Highland Lakes Unit Outfitter Earl 
Spurlock baptizing Justin at the end of 
Session One. Each of our five sessions 
ended with baptisms. � Casey with his 
fantastic Corsican ram from Session 
Three. Campers in every session 
brought in some great trophies! 
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Left to right, top to bottom: �  Mike Shea volunteered for 
the entire first session of summer ca mp 2007. This is him 
with Chief Outfitter Mike Arnold baptizing a camper in the 
crystal clear waters of Seco Creek. � Mike is not just a 
fisher of men but also a gifted fisherman, and loves teach-
ing kids how to reel ‘em in. Here he is at camp with Garrett 
from California. � You can take a man out of the military but 
you can’t take the military out of the man! Mike offered free 
haircuts to campers—and one even took him up on the of-
fer! �  CTO is a family affair for the Sheas. This is Mike’s 
son Cody during the third camp session — he shot the big-
gest boar of the summer, nearly 400 lbs! � Here’s Mike with 
the crew from the Greater Houston unit on a recent hog 
hunting outing. Mike is second from the right. 

TeamCTO Member Profile: Mike Shea, GHTX Unit 
By Mike Arnold, Chief Outfitter  

That old George Strait song says, “you’ve got to have an ace in 
the hole.” By God’s grace, CTO has just that — and his name is 
Mike Shea from Houston.  

He’s not just the most valuable card in the deck, he’s a literal 
ace, too — a flying ace. Mike spent 20 years as a Naval Aviator, 
flying the EA-6B Prowler with 4000 flight hours.  In his last tour 
in the service he commanded an Air Force jet training squadron. 
Now Mike flies for FedEx in the Airbus 300/310.  

Mike serves as the Ranger Chief (top volunteer) in the Greater 
Houston CTO unit, and is also a charter member of the CTO 
National Leadership Team. 

His non-stop enthusiasm, military leadership career and FedEx 
pilot’s discipline are a fantastic blessing for our ministry. In ad-
dition to organizing outings, skills training, gatherings and fund-
raisers for the Houston unit, Mike has become CTO’s ambassa-
dor-at-large to the outdoors industry, opening doors for us at 
such respected companies as Buck Knives, Mathews Archery 
and Bowtech Archery. Being a FedEx pilot has allowed Mike to 
travel to their corporate headquarters and meet their leadership 
face-to-face, a huge advantage over “ cold calling” a company. 

In the midst of all this, Mike found time to work all of the first 
session of Summer Camp. He guided campers fishing nearly 
every evening of camp, and formed 
a strong bond with many of them. 
He has a deep passion for minister-
ing to boys and young men, and par-
ticipated in baptizing several boys at 
the end of the session. 

Mike and his wife Kim have three 
kids; two daughters and one son, 
Cody. Cody is a CTO member who 
happened to bag the biggest hog at 
summer camp this year, a monster 
that tipped the scales at nearly 400 
lbs. Mike and Cody are both getting 
interested in bowhunting, and are becoming quite proficient with 
their brand new compound bows. 

In addition to being a fisherman, Mike is an avid fisher of 
men. He sees his involvement in CTO is an opportunity for him 
to serve the Lord in an environment that taps into his God-given 
passions and giftedness. Says Mike, “ After reading Wild at Heart 
back in 2001, I realized that one person could make a huge dif-
ference in many lives with the proper focus. I have always been 
an outdoorsman and always felt a closeness to God when out-
doors, especially on the water. So when I became aware of CTO 
back in 2005, I saw the opening I needed to inject myself into the 
Lord's work in a way that I felt very comfortable with. 

“ I find the majority of my free time is taken up with witnessing 
unless my wife is making me work around the house. Three 
books that have most influenced my life (besides the Holy Bi-
ble) are 23 Minutes in Hell, The Case for Christ, and Wild at 
Heart. These books and my past experiences and relation-
ships have helped me form a strong Christian foundation 
and give me the insight needed to mentor boys. Nothing is cooler 
than seeing our boys accept Christ as their Lord and Savior!” 
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We returned to the remote 

Moquito Coast village of Mo-
coron this summer on a two-
week, one-of-a-kind, high-
adventure/high-impact mission 
trip. It was a fantastic experi-
ence! We’re going back next 
year, and you’re invited! Visit us 
at www.TeamCTO.org/missions. 
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TeamCTO returns to Honduras jungle for mission trip 

Left to right, top to bottom: 
� In this rundown, thatch-roof 
hut, a single mother named 
Esmela has been raising her 
seven children. Jesus said 
“true religion” is taking care of 
widows and orphans, so we 
went to build them a new 
home. � Clifford, Trent and 
Kristian sink a 350 lb. wood 
post, one of 23 that made up 
the support structure for the 
home. � Keaton with the 
chainsaws we packed in to 
the village. � We worked rain 
or shine. (There were ex-
tremes of both every day!) 
� Keaton built a lasting friend-
ship with Esmela’s son, Ivan. 
� Lufkin Unit Outfitter Jeremy 
Overby, an experienced draft-
man and builder, masterfully 
supervised construction. We 
had lots of help from the vil-
lagers. � How to relate to 
Moskito Indians? We used 
the universal language of 
Texas — Barbeque! We 
packed in the Sweet Baby 
Ray’s, bought a pig, built a pit 
out of old cinder blocks and 
mud, and 24 smokin’ hours 
later, we had a party! Some 
250 villagers came, loved the 
pork, and heard the Word! 
� Here’s the finished house 
with some guests at the 
housewarming party. 1100 
square feet, four bedrooms, 
living room and kitchen. All 
built in five days with hand 
tools! � (bottom row) On our 
way back to civilization, we 
took a day to visit the Mayan 
ruins in Copan. Very cool. 



The CTO Central Offi ce has made a 
key hire, bringing on ministry leader and 
businessman Mitch Kersh  to serve as 
Development (fundraising) Director.  

This position was funded by a grant 
that CTO received earlier this year. Since 
the spring, CTO staff have conducted a 
nationwide search and interviewed about 
a dozen highly qualified candidates. 

“ Of all the candidates we looked at, 
while they were definitely quali fied, I 
never felt God saying, ‘this is the one’ — 
until Mitch came along. He’s profes-
sional in every way, wise beyond his 
years, and passionate about the Lord’s 
work,” said CTO Chief Outfitter and 
founder Mike Arnold. “ I look forward to 
serving alongside him.” 

Mitch will focus on equipping local 
CTO unit leaders to raise funds, and on 
raising funds for the Central Office. Fu-
ture projects will include a capital cam-
paign to secure a ranch for the ministry. 

Mitch comes to CTO after a long and 
successful career covering both the busi-
ness world and full-time ministry. Over 
the years he has founded and built several 
businesses, including a financial services 
firm. He also founded and ran a ministry, 
ExecuNet, that worked with business 
leaders around the country and led more 
than 10,000 people to Christ over an 18 

year period. 
Dale D. Berry, CFRE, is a respected 

fundraising consultant who serves on the 
CTO Advisory Board. He participated in 
the interview process, and strongly en-
dorsed Mitch for the position.  

“ Development is front line work and it 
takes a person of integrity and passion for 
the organization to ful fill all the needs of 
helping both staff and board members,” 
said Berry. “ Mitch is the right man at the 
right time to assist this organization in its 
plans for growth.” 

Contact Mitch at mkersh@teamcto.org 
or call the Central Offi ce.  
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Contact CTO 

Texas Outdoor Heritage Month activities coming up  

We are happy to announce Kenny 
Simms as the new Outfitter in the 
Greater Houston CTO unit.  

Kenny has been a Ranger Offi cer in 
the unit for well over a year, and in that 
time he has participated in numerous 
outings and two full summer camp ses-
sions, one last year and one this year. 

Kenny is an avid, life-long out-
doorsman and gifted in youth ministry. 
He’s become quite popular with the 
members, leaders and volunteers in 
GHTX and his selec-
tion as Outfitter is a 
natural choice.  

The unit has been 
without an Outfitter 
since the departure of 
Lee McKinney in 
Spring 2006. Since 
then, the enthusiastic 
team of Kenny, Mike 
Shea and Chester Thompson has 
formed a solid nucleus for the continued 
growth of the unit.  

“ Kenny has shown his faithfulness, 
giftedness and commitment in countless 
ways over the past 18 months. He’s 
respected by the members of the GHTX 
team and the other Outfitters across 
Texas,” said Chief Out fitter Mike Ar-
nold. “ I’m excited that the Lord has 
called him to be Houston Outfitter.” 

Kenny and his wife Melissa live in 
Friendswood.  

Introducing Kenny Simms, 
new GHTX  Unit Outfitter 

CTO’s Second Annual Texas Outdoors 
Heritage Month is here!  

We have set aside September as the 
time that we celebrate our hunting and 
fishing heritage while promoting CTO 
with outreach events, raffles and fundrais-
ers across the state. 

Activities include: 
LUFKIN—Hunter Safety course on 

Sept. 1 and Heritage Banquet on Sept. 27. 
 KINGSLAND—Barbeque Banquet on 

Sept. 8. 
SAN ANTONIO—Youth Outdoors 

Heritage Celebration expo on Sept. 8. 
TYLER—Bass Tournament on Sept. 8 

and Archery Shoot on Sept. 9. 
Additionally, the San Antonio unit is 

holding a second-annual Texas Sized 25 
Gun Raffle, in which they are giving 
away 25 top-quality, brand-new guns. 

Information and ticket purchases are 
available online at www.TeamCTO.org 
or by contacting your local unit.  

Longtime ministry leader Mitch Kersh joins 
Central Office staff as Development Director 

www.TeamCTO.org 
1-866-KID HUNT 
info@teamcto.org 

 

CTO Central Office 
5837 Woodridge Oaks 

San Antonio, TX  78249 
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We wish to thank everyone who has 
done so much to make CTO possible. 
Special thanks this month go to 
Alamo Safari Club Intl., Record Buck 
Ranch, The Masters Family, Scott 
and Mark Barr, Southwest Exteriors, 
and David Shaw of ABC Supply. 


